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Suaving Kir ABouT 1804
All articles except razors are from the colle¢tion of the Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.

Old Shefhield Razors

By Hexry T. Lummus

Illustrations from the author's collection

HILE the title of this article seems to designate

a narrow field, it is not so narrow as might ap-

pear. There were no American razors, as far as
known, until about the middle of the nineteenth century,
when some immigrants from Sheffield began to make cut-
lery in Massachusetts and Connecticut. French, Swiss, Ger-
man and Swedish razors were uncommon in America before
the Civil War. English razors marked London or Liverpool
are sometimes found, but often were really made in Shef-
field. Nine_tenths of the razors used in America before the
Civil War were made in Sheffield, England, and bore the
name or trade-mark of some Sheffield manufacturer.

Seventeenth-century razors must exist in America, but
it is difficult for me to ascribe to any razor which I have
seen a date prior to our Revolutionary War. Possibly there
was little change in étyle for many years before that. In fix-
ing dates, family tradition is of little value; a museum re-
cently marked a razor as having been carried through the
Revolution, regardless of the fact that it bore the stamp of
a Sheffield maker who was not born until 18c0.

The Civil War marks the end of the collector’s interest.
By that time, the craze for “hollow-ground” razors had
arisen, and the étvles, and often the workmanship, had be-
come inferior. Not long afterwards the old-stvle b]ad.e,
wedge-shaped if looked at from the end, was abandoned in
favor of the modern, thin-bladed concaved razor, usually
of German manufacture, which reigned until, in still more
recent days, the majority of voung American men began
to hoe their faces with “‘safety” razors—a process that
bears the same relation to shaving as clam-digging bears to
dry-fly fishing. No better shaving instrument than a good
old wedge-shaped razor was ever made.

By analogy to other antiques, an old razor of good style,
in proof condition, with the original polish unimpaired by
grinding, excessive honing, or rust, and with a perfect orig-
inal handle, is a prize. But such a condition rarely obtains,
and usually the grinder must be employed to restore the
blade by removing the rust and grinding out the long bevel
caused by many years of honing. The collector is fortunate
if no change of shape has resulted. The advice of barbers or
grinders must not be relied upon in restoring a razor, for
most of them are ignorant of periods of blades or handles,
and, left to their own devices, are likely to return an old
blade concaved, or, at the best, “half-concaved,” and pro-
vided with a new celluloid handle.

After the blade has been restored, the handle should be
cleaned inside and out with a small, stff brush, soap and
water, and thoroughly dried. If broken, the handle may
sometimes be repaired by riveting. Often a good blade will
be found minus a handle. In such case a handle of the same
period, taken from some blade which has been concaved or
worn out, may be attached, care being taken to match the
rivets. Of course, such composite razors arc not esteemed
as highly as good original specimens.

Razors with inscriptions of historical or other interest on
blade or handle, and those which show in blade and handle
a high quality of workmanship, are preferred by collectors.
The quality of the steel is of importance, for the true cols
Jector shaves with every razor in his collection. Weare told
that there is no way to discover the quality of the steel by
the appearance of the blade. Yet in my ignorance of chem-
istrv 1 cherish the belief—possibly the superstition—that
opzﬂescent discolorations, and black ruét rather than red,
are favorable signs in an old blade.
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A. Date 1775, Maker, George Smith & Sons, Sheffield, 17701785, Trademark, cross and  Smith.” Handle, black horn, metal end.

B. Date r780. Maker, John Shepherd, Sheflield, 1570-1795. Trademark, crown and « Wolf,” Inscription, “ Acier fondu.” Handle, bone.
C. Date 1790. Maker, Staniforth, Parkin & Co., Sheffield, 1785~1800. Trademark, “Parkin.” Inscription, “Acier fondu.” Handle, mottled horn.

Certain blades are almogt invariably worthless, such as
the late, cheap specimens etched with a full-length por-
trait of “Washington, Champion of Liberty,” and those
made by Frederick Revnolds. Razors which have become
misshapen by wear or deep rust, or which have been muti-
lated by concaving, are worthless to the collector. Razors
which bear no maker’s name or trademark are not much
esteemed. In expressing these opinions, I have regard for
the judgment of the few collectors known to me; their
number is too small to have created any wide opinion or
any considerable values,

Old Sheftield razors may be arranged in three main peri-
ods: (1) Prior to 1800; (2) from 1800 to 1833; and (3)
from 1833 to the American Civil War. These periods have
been determined by comparing thousands of specimens of
many makes with data gleaned from directories and his-
tories of Sheffield, and, to a limited extent, from the stamps
on the razors. The dates of razors and of the business ca-
reers of makers, given in this article, are only approximate-
ly correct; it must be left to some student in Sheffield, with
access to original sources, to write the exaé and scholarly
history which the cutlery trade deserves.
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Razors of a period prior to 1800 have no shoulder to sep-
arate the bottom of the tang from the blade, and to keep
the thumb from being cut on the sharp edge; the edge and
the bottom of the tang form an almost unbroken line. The
end of the tang, which projects beyond the handle, is beat-
en out wide and thin, and is even shorter than in razors of
the next later period.

In razors of the Revolutionary time, a slight hollow in
the back of the blade, near the toe, may be seen. Toward
the end of the century this hollow disappears and the
razors become smaller. Many eighteenth-century razors
are§tamped “‘cast steel” or “acier fondu,” which dates them
later than 1772, as the commercial use of cast steel, which
gave Shefhield cutlery its supremacy, did not begin until
that date. Ox-horn handles—rvellow, black, or mottled in
imitation of tor-
toise-shell, often in-
laid with metalstars
or other ornaments
—are commonly seen
on 18th-century
blades,although
handles of tortoise-
shelland bone—not
lvory—occur.

About 1800, a
shoulder, small at
first, but later more
pronounced, ap-
peared between the
bottom of the tang
and the blade, and
the blade thus as-
sumed a shape more
like that of a mod-
ern razor. The end
of the tang, which
projects beyond the
handle, gradually
became longer,
thicker, and more
massive, but re-
tained its wide, F.
beaten-out appear-
anceuntil 1833. Col- .
lectors speak of razors prior to 1833 as “flat-tang razors.

Razors from 1800 to 1815 were invariably small, but
some after 1815 were large. About 1810, and for some years
afterwards, some of the razors had straight handles with
square ends at the toe. Ox-horn handles remained thc? ordi-
nary standard, but inlaying with metal, common 1n the
preceding century, gradually went out of fa§h10n. Ivory
came into use for fine handles. All through this second pe-
riod, and even later, horn handles were often pr@ssed so as
to show hunting scenes, artistic figures, or t}}e features of
popular heroes. English manufacturers perrpltred no loyal
prejudices to interfere with the porgrayal of American sol-
diers and sailors who had recently fought against England
in the War of 1812.*

" The same lack of prejudice is observable in the Stfnforishire and Liverp(ﬂ:vni
potters who produced p;}triotically decomged wares for the American market
after both the Revolution and the War of 1312,

“Cast §teel.” Handle, yellow horn.

Handle, black horn, pressed to show fox hunt.

Date 1799. Maker, Clark & Hall, Sheffield, 179
Handle, mottled horn. Blade etched with floral design. . o
Date 180r. Maker, Samuel Norris, Sheffield, 1795-1815. Trademark, star and “P.” Inscription,

Date 1810, Maker, William Greaves, Sheffield 1780~1816. Inscription, “W. Greaves, warranted.”

About 1800, the use as trademarks of the geographical
names, like the famous mark “Bengall” of the Cadman
firm, and the meaningless words and combinations of let-
ters and signs, common in the eighteenth century, went out
of fashion, and the surname of the maker, with or without
the initial of his Chrigtian name, became the customary
mark. For example, Thomas Warburton changed his mark
from “Lisbon’ to “Warburton.” In 1814 Rhodes & Cham-
pion began to make razors with thin steel blades inserted in
a thick back and tang of copper alloy, contending that
such blades could be made more uniform in temper; but
this étyle does not appear to have been highly successful.

The sub-period between 1820 and 1833 is one of the
most interefting to the collector. Although Ebenezer
Rhodes, about 1821, wrote an article deploring the decay
of the art of razor
making, the fact 1s
that nofineror more
beautiful razors
were ever made
than those dating
between 1820 and
1833. In 18271,
Joseph Rodgers and
Sons secured an ap-
pointmentascutlers
to His Majesty King
George IV, an honor
which encouraged
them to greater
efforts and stmu-
lated their competi-
tors. About that
time arose the prac-
tices of scoring the
top and bottom of
the tang with file-
cuts or flutings to
keep the fingers
from slipping,andof
stamping the initial
of the sovereign
(GR,whichbecame
WR on the acces-
sion of Willlam IV
in 1830, and V R when the reign of Queen Victoria began
in 1837). )

In 1820 the great scientist, Michael Faraday, d_xsgoverc‘d
a way to add about one-fifth of one per cent of silver to
cast steel, which, he thought, improved its quality; but the
existence of silver in all the razors marked “silver Stcgl’:
may well be doubted. Many blades of the 18201833 period
had mottoes or “‘cutlers’ posies” stamped on them,—such
as “Old English,” “Try me one term,” and “You lather
well and I'll shave well.” During this period began the
manufacture of sets of seven blades, etched on the backs
with the davs of the week, all fitting into one tang and
handle.

During the reign of William IV, probably e}b(mt 1833,
the thirdvperiod began. Its distinguishing mark is the aban-
donment of the wide, beaten-out end of the rang. From

--1823. Inscription, “Clark & Hall, cast steel.”



H. Date r875. Maker, Will

Gt %
iam Greaves, supra. Inscription, “W. Greaves.”” Handle, tortoise shell.

Date 1875. Maker, Jonathan Hall, Sheffield, 1795-1830. Inscription, “I. Hall.” Handle, ivory.
G. Date 1875, Maker,

Milns, London. Inscriptions, “Milns, London,” ““Superior.” Handle, unknown material, pressed to show, on
mark side, thirteen étars and “E pluribus unum,” “*Jacksonr” and portrait, and American eagle; on pile side, liberty cap and'‘Liberty,”
“Decatur” and portrait, and anchor.

7828,

R

: i % S 2 2 vl e e n o : .
L. Date . .\Iaker,‘k_}hn Barber,Sheffield, 1810-1834. T ademark,square and compasses. Inscription,“John Barber silver steel.” Handle,ivory.
K. Date 1820, Maker,Naylor & Sanderson,Sheffield, 13 10-18

F20 . : 30. Inscriptions, N, & S, and “‘Patent.” Handle,black horn, Copper back and tang.
J. Date 1313, Maker, Robert Wade, Sheffield, 1810-1818. Inscription, “Wade.” Handle, black horn.
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M. Date 71828. Maker, unknown, Sheffield. Trademark, “‘Packwood.” Inscription,
N. Date 71830. Maker, Jonathan Hunt, Sheffield, 1829-1837. Inscription, ““Jonathan Hunt patent.’

fitting into one tang and knife handle, all in box.

0. Date 1830. Maker, William Greaves & Sons, Sheffield, 1816-1850. Inscriptions, “W. Greaves & Sons,”

pressed to show “Sheaf Works.”

1833 to 1840 the end of the tang was very slender and not
very long, the tang often had a scallop cut in the bottom,
and the handle was sharply pointed. Later the handle lost
its sharp point, and the end of the tang became longer and
curved. In addition to materials previously used for han-
dles, &tag horn and mother-of-pearl were sometimes used.
One interesting style of blade, common in the late thirties,
had the heel wider than the toe, the back showing a corre-
sponding variance in thickness so that the blade would lie
flat on the hone.

The forties and early fifties show a great variety of
razors. Among them may be noted the “straightbacks”
with the toe wider than the heel, sometimes etched with
pictures of ships or railroad trains: the large blades, an
inch wide or even wider, variously stamped “Dutchman,”
“Magnum Bonum’’ or “For Barbers” Use”; and the blades
with a double scallop in the back and the American eagle
stamped on the side. Etching, used to some extent as early
as 1800, now succeeded stamping for marking blades with
“cutlers’ posies.” One razor in my collection bears the

“I am good, I can’t be better, I tell you by letter.” Handle, black horn.
* Seven blades, etched on back with days of the week,

“Cast steel warranted.” Handle, black horn,

words, “I guess I shall do,”—apparently a Hallamshire es-
say at the Yankee vernacular. Sometimes the name of the
retail customer was etched on the blade, especially when
razors were made in sets. Some razors bear Masonic em-
blems.

To enumerate all the razor manufacturers of Sheffield, if
it were possible, would require a book. Some firms in exist-
ence now have more than a century of successful business
behind them: other firms lived but a few years. At any
given time, from fifty to two hundred firms were engaged
in making razors. Most of the workshops were small, with
few workmen. Space permits the mention of only a few
makers, not necessarily the best, whose product is com-
monly found in America.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, one of the
firms whose name is frequently fournd was Clark & Hall
(r707-/823). A little later, razors made by John Barber
(1870-1834) were deservedly popular. In 1826 five firms
were selected to make specimens of cutlery for presenta-
tion to the Duke of York,—Joseph Raodgers & Sons, James
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made from Naylor &

Date 1830. Maker, Charles Congreve, Sheffield, 1829-1843. Inscriptions, crown and “W.R. C. Congreve’s patent American razor,
Co.’s celebrated steel,” “C. Congreve’s patent American razor tempered by thermometer.” Handle, black horn. This razor was exported by Naylor & Co.

o]

to advertise their steel in America.
Q. Date 1835. Maker, Charles Pickslay & Co., Sheffield, 1832-1843. Inscription, §tar and crescent, and ““Charles Pickslay, manufacturer to the King, Royal
York Works, Sheflield.” Handle, mother-of-pearl.
R. Date 1835. Maker, Colley & Co., Sheffield, 1834-1844. Inscriptions, “S,” crossed pipes, and “Colley & Co., Sheffield,” “Universally approved patent con-
cave,” “Silver combined with $teel.” Handle, black horn. This razor has no resemblance to a modern concaved razor.

W

S. Date 13?3!)’, })\Iaker, William Greaves & Sons, supra. Inscriptions, fencing foils and “Sheaf \\\'orks;” “W. Greaves & Sons patent
pro:ecgor. 'Handle, black horn, pressed to show, on mark side, “Roval letters patent,” and, on pile side, “Granted 1799 im-
proved 18367
T. Date 1840, Maker, Marshes & Shepherd, Sheffield, 1818-18
Sheffield.” Handle, black horn, pressed to show, on mark side, log cabin, man ploughing, and, ona flag, “Harrison”

“Warranted of first rate quality.”
U. Date 1842, Maker, James Johnson, Sheffield, 1818-1855. Inscription, “James Johnson’s superior silver &eel, Pitzwilliam Street,

Sheffield.” Handle, ivory.

z2. Inscriptions, crown and “V. R. Marshes & Shepherd, Ponds Works,
; on pile side,
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V. Date 1845.

“Ohio.”
W. Date 1845.
X. Date 71845.
black horn, pressed to show fox and “Tally-ho razor.”

Handle, yellow horn.

Maker, William & Samuel Butcher, Sheflield, 1830-? Inscriptions, “Manufactured by Wade & Butcher, Shefficld,”

2 e

picture of steamboat

Maker, William & Samuel Butcher, supra. Inscription, “Wade & Butcher, for barbers use.” Handle, black horn.
Maker, Frederick Fenney, Sheffield, 1824-18352. Inscriptions, fox and “Tally-ho. F. Fenney, Sheffield, warranted,” “Adamantine edge.” Handle,

Date 1847. Maker, George Wostenholm & Son, Shefficld, 1823 to date. Inscriptions, “George Wostenholm & Son’s celebrated T. XL razor, Rockingham

‘Works, Sheffield,” and American eagle with “American razor.”

and “Lancet edge razor registered Jany. 22nd, 1848.” Handle, ivory.

Crawshaw (the successor of Nowill & Kippax), Thomas
Champion & Son (formerly of Rhodes & Champion),
Thompson & Barber, and Sansom & Sons. The last four
names are rarely found; my own collection lacks specimens
of the last two makers, although they are known to have
made razors.

Three of the greatest cutlery firms date from the very
beginning of the nineteenth century, or before. Joseph
Rodgers & Sons (z8071 to date), successors to Maurice and
Joseph Rodgers, are still one of the leading cutlery firms of
the world. William Greaves & Sons (7876-7850), successors
to William Greaves (7780-7816), built the Sheaf Works,
the first large factory in Sheffield, in 1823-6, at a cost of
thirty thousand pounds. Their large product was always
of the highest quality. George Wostenholm & Son (7827 o
date), successors to George Wostenholm (7797-7823), were
a large concern with a great American trade.

Three other firms whose cutlery was in vogue in Amer-
ica began business about 1820. Joseph Elliot (7827-285.4),
succeeded by Joseph Elliot & Son, was one. The second
was Frederick Fenney (7824-1852). The third was the
firm of Wade & Butcher (7878-1827), successors to Robert
Wade, and succeeded by Butcher, Brown & Butcher
(£827-1830) and William & Samuel Butcher (from 1830).

Handle, black horn.
Date 1855. Maker, Joseph Mappin & Brothers, Sheffield, 1853-? Inscriptions, sun, and "Josh. Mappin

& Brothers, No. 32 Norfolk Street, Sheffield,”

The stamp has remained “Wade & Butcher” to this dav.
So great was the fame of this firm that many people speak
of all old Sheffield razors as “Wade & Butchers.”

Tt would be interesting to study the work of the cutlers
who came to America from Fngland about the middle of
of the last century. For a time some of them imported
water from the Don and the Sheaf, under the delusion that
cutlery could not be tempered properly with any other
water. A, Burkinchaw, of Pepperell, Massachusetts, an
immigrant cutler, showed where his heart was by adopt-
ing as his trademark the word “Exile,” apparenty descrip-
tive of himself. A cutler in Southbridge, Massachusetts,
on the other hand, adapted an English custom to the
principles of American demacracy by stamping his razors
«“Henry Harrington, cutler to the people.”

Perhaps an article on razors ought to conclude with
defence or apology. Comparisons are odorous, as Dogherry
savs, and in defending my hobby Twill not decrv another’s.
But if forced to it in self-defence, 1 could mention several
obijects of the collector’s quest that cannot compare n
beﬁuty and utility with old Shefficld razors,

I should appreciate hearing from sther razor collectors, and other persons

having fine specimens— H.T. L., ;8 Exchange Streer, Lynn, Mass.]
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More Old Razors

By Hexry T. Lummus

InTrRODUCTORY

OMETHING over four yearsago, in December, 1922,
S to be exa&, Judge Lummus published in AxtiqQuEs

an article entitled 0/7 Sheffield Razors, in which he
discussed at some length the philosophy and practice of

razor-collecting, the history of the razor as an implement of

the toilet, and therewith, very briefly, the names and his

and American manufaGurers of

presenting the following material, which is essentially sup-
plemental to that which previously appeared, the author
has discovered no reason for repeating any of the informa_
tion then offered. He has felt it sufficient simply to picure

and to accompany the

Since 1922, the circle of readers of
widened, and, in the process, the number hag increased of
those likely to be stirred by contemplation of the lethal
weapons with which the men of a courageous generation
were wont to keep the verdure of their open and unpro-
tected countenances in a state of decorous subjugation.
All the illustrations are from the author’s colle@ion at
Lynn, Massachusetts, except as otherwise noted. The dates

ANTIQUES hag materially

e which mark the term of the

business under that entitlement. — Tue Eprrox.

rade-
1. Date 1770. Maker, unknown, doubtless of Sheffield, En‘g:i;ﬁ%in];ﬁ‘ms
mark, pipe and ¥ or Z. Handle, bone. The pipe in various
was used as a trademark by several Sheffield cutlers. Storrs, near Shef-
2. Date 1775. Maker, Yohn Brammall or B;:amfzal[, E?rH; ndle, black
field (1770-1800). Trademark, Joppa. Inscription Bramall.
horn.

Trade-
3. Date 1780. Maker, Yoin Shepherd, Shefhield (177‘i0"795)’
mark, crown and Wslf, Handle, tortoise shell, metal elr[x éheﬂiel d (1780
4 Date 1785. Maker Brittain, Wilkinson 3 Brounell,

1840). Trademark, France. Handle, red horn. Feld
5. Date 1785, Maker, Thomas War&ur/afl, Sheffie
Trademark, Lisbon. Handle, black horn, metal end. eld. Tnscriptions,

6. Date 1824. Maker, John Scotti, probably of She Teh 'blade, includ-
John Scotti, warranted; Lafayette. Handle, black ho;'“_- hethick; and the
ing tang, is 6 % inches long, 11% inches wideZ and % inc - has seen none
razor weighs 4 ounces, g4 grains, avoirdupois. The Wr}tf which weighs
heavier, except the one shown as ¥ in his earlier article, .

O grains more. _r827). 1n-
# 7% Date 1820. Maker, George Wostenkolm, Sheffield (szgwli;f mark
scription, W ostenfolm. Handle, mottled horn, pressed toventiO’nal floral
side, figures entitled Fame and Hope; on pile side, con oy
ign. Ik Skef-
degl.gr]l)ate 1825, Maker, unknown, Sheffield. Tradema.’kauNd‘;;fgo tang, i
Jield. Inscription, Silver steel, Har;ldle, ivory. Thehl’;;‘gj_’ 1 "
only 414 inches long; the writer has seen none s - upe. S8

9., Bfte 1845. hr%aker, T. Ascher, Sheffield. Ins‘cl‘lpt‘g;‘e’n;:_ {xandky
steel. T. dscher, Sheffield. Blade etched with Masonic em has seen 107
black horn. The blade is 134 inches wide; the writer 5
wider. 18301

10. Date 1845. Maker, #illiam & Samuel Butcher, Shlzf?eql’c;ig(ﬂ'libﬂf”
Inscriptions, Manufactured by Wade & Butcher, Sheﬂ;e " on mark sides
Jne India steel razor. Handle, black horn, pressed to show,

(1770—18]5)'
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The Washington razor universally appoved (sic), American eagle with
Native American, portrait of George Washington, g4 Fuly 1776; on
pile side, log cabin, Light and liberty, Made expressly for Fohn Warrin,
New York. John Warrin dealt in needles and incidentally in razors in
Maiden Lane, New York, from 1833 until 1857.

11. Date 1840. Maker,
Foseph Elliot, Sheffield,
(1821-1854). Trade-
mark, C reversed and C,
with cross between. In-
scription, Foseph Elliot,
best silver steel. Handle,
black horn with brass in-
lays showing stag hunt.

12. Date 1855. Maker,
Southern & Richardson,
Sheffield (z847—7). In-
scriptions, Southern &
Richardson, makers,
Wheeldon works, Shef-
Jeeld; Diamond edge razor.
Handle, black horn.

13. Date probably
1844, possibly 1837.
Maker, Hawcroft &
Pearson,Sheffield, (1835-
1844). Inscription, Haw-
croft & Pearson’s razors
warranted, Sheffield.
Handle, black horn,
pressed to show, on
mark side, American eagle, Native American; on pile side, pen, book,
liberty cap, rays of light, Light and Liberty. Designed like number 10
to appeal to the Native American or Know-Nothing movement, which
began about 1837, was renewed 1843-1846, had its greatest success in
the fifties, and ended before the Civil War.

14. Date 1840. Maker, Foseph Elliot (supra). Trademark as
abﬁv_ef. Inscription. Foseph Elliot. Handle, ivory lined with brass, like
a knife.

15. Date 1828. Maker, unknown. Inscription, Dewing Tyler & Co.
W:orre:ter. Inscription on handle, Amos Lawrence. Handle, ivory lined
leth brass. The writer cannot find trace of Dewing Tyler & Co. in
Worcester, England, or Worcester, Massachusetts.

16. Date 1838. Maker, George Fohnson & Co., Sheffield (£870-1855)-
Trademark, seven stars. Inscriptions, crown, G. Fohnson; A present
from a friend. Handle, ivory.

17. Date 1855. Maker, Brookes & Crookes, Shefheld. Inscription, bell,
Brookes £ Crookes, Makers, Sheffield. Handle, ivory.

18. Date 1855. Maker, unknown, doubtless of Sheffield. Trademark,
diamond surmounted by ellipse, containing the English registry marks.
Handle, ivory.

1g. Date 1848 The
dates of the four Ameri-
cn razors, 1g, o, T
and 22, cannot be esti-
mated with much ac-
curacy, for
razors did not always
follow contemporary
Sheffield fashions.
Maker, Henrs Harring-
tun, Southbridge, Massa-
chusetts (7878-1870;.
Harrington was born at
Shrewsbury, Massachu-
setts, Sept. 12, 1760, of
American parentage;
built 2 small cutlery
shop in 1%18 in the
northerly part of South
bridge, called Brookside,
on the banks of the Cady
brook, apparently the
same as the premises on
the road to Charlton
which he bought May
18, 1824 (Worc. S.D.
Deeds, 241-182), agreeing to maintain a grindstone Qpcr;ﬂ_cd by water
and to sharpen his grantor’s tools; and died at Southbridge, Sept. g, 1870
His business is still operated as Harrington Curlery Company. Inscrip-
tions, two hearts with eagle between, Manufadlured by Henry Harrington,
Cutler to the People, Southbridge, Mass. Handle, ivory. O\'vncd lfy A. k.
Rhodes, Wollaston, Massachusetts. The writer has revised his ideas
about the scarcity of early American razor makers. More than a century
ago scythe factories were established in various New England towns, and
these occasionally made razors as well as other cutlery, although they
could not have supplied more than a tiny fraction of the local demn_nd
for razors. For example, the writer has a typical razor of the 15201533
period, stamped F. Lee, Medway, Mass. )

20. Date 1845, Maker, J. Perkins, place unknown, but doubtless in
America. Inscription, . Perkins. Handle not original. Possibly J. Perkins
was related to Nathaniel Perkins of Newburyport, Massachusetts ‘born

American
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died an engraver Nov. 29, 1847, nephew of famous

inventor Jacob Perkins), who made miniature scissors praised in the
Newburyport Herald, quoted in Mechanics’ Magazine, London, for
Feb. 26, 182¢, Vol. 3, page 364.
21, Date 185, Maker, Rawson & Nourse, Grafton, Massachus=tts.
Inscription, e, and Rawson ‘ourse, Grafton, Mass. Handle, ivory.
Judge W. E. Fowler and I find rumors to the effe¢ that Doctor Levi
Rawson, a physician of Grafton, born March 17, 18co, (Brown, 1825),

May, 19y

was a member of this firm at New England Village, now North Grafton
about 1861. Note the amateurish shape of this razor.

2121. Date 1860. Maker, Aaron Bmiim}zaw, Pepperell, Massalcil_'mS;;:
(1856-1881). Inscription, A. Burkinshaw, Pepperell, Mass. ]%u'rllmSCon-
was born at Sheffield, England, Feb. 14, 1814; came to.BerryVI ?\: g
necticut, in 1846; removed to Pepperell, in 1856; and died there / ngv'
1881, He often used the trademark Exile. Handle, black horn, Owned by
A. E. Rhodes, Wollaston, Massachusetts.






